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Happy New Year, everyone, and welcome to 2018 where we are, as 
always, busy, busy, busy! 
 
This year sees the 50th anniversary of the opening of the current school 
building, so we will keep you informed of our planned events and 
celebrations.  This may involve a trip down memory lane for you too, if 
you are a former pupil! 

 
Congratulations 
I am, as I said in church, immensely proud of our youngsters and all they 
achieve.  Primary 1 – 3 did extremely well in their Nativity performance 
‘A King is Born’.  Our Rotakids were recognised at a recent Rotary Club 
Dinner and our Dance Club achieved in the recent Dance Competition 
organised by Active Schools.  The level of attendance at afterschool 
clubs is high and celebrates all kinds of activities.  Our Knitting Club is 
very popular, alongside Netball and Football Clubs. 
This extends beyond school and I would remind and encourage the 
children to share their achievements with staff and to have them entered 
in the Head Teacher’s Award Book.  Not every achievement earns a 
ribbon or medal and the book is full of the achievements of all kinds from 
our pupils – from learning to go a bike without stabilisers to conquering 
mountains and showing courage in tackling something new and plain 
‘good manners’ and thoughtfulness for others. 
 
Parent Council  
The next meeting of the Parent Council is on Tuesday, 16 January, in 
the school at 6.30pm.  The Parent Council did a grand job for our 
Autumn Fayre event, raising £2000 for the school fund which assists and 
supplements so many of the activities our children do. 
 
Assessment 
This year sees the introduction of the Scottish National Standardised 
Assessments at Primary 1, Primary 4 and Primary 7. I have enclosed a 
leaflet issued by Education Scotland explaining what these assessments 
are and how they are delivered.  We continually assess children as part 
of their everyday learning as par for the course and children are involved 
in assessing their own work and those of others as part of this process 
of learning and teaching – not everything requires a test. 
 
Infant Registration 
Registration for children coming into Primary 1 in August, 2018 (children 
whose 5th birthday is before 28 February, 2019) will take place on 
Monday, 15 January from 9.00am – 10.00am and from 12.30pm – 
1.30pm.   Birth certificates, a utility bill and a Council Tax notice will 
require to be seen at time of registration.  Please contact South Ayrshire 
Council if you require a copy of your Council Tax notice.  



Nursery Registration 
Registration for 3 year olds and 4 year olds for the Nursery class in 
session 2018/2019 will take place on Monday, 19 February from 9.00am 
– 10.00am and from 12.30pm – 1.30pm.    Birth certificates, a utility bill 
and a Council Tax notice will require to be seen at time of registration.  
Please contact South Ayrshire Council if you require a copy of your 
Council Tax notice. 
 

Musical Production 
During the summer term Primary 4 – Primary 7 will stage a musical 
production of ‘Joseph and His Technicolour Dreamcoat’ and sheer 
coincidence, the ‘Joseph’ production is also celebrating it’s 50th 
anniversary.  Auditions for parts will take place shortly with rehearsals 
commencing during this term.  
 

School Clubs 
Football and knitting clubs will resume week beginning 15 January. 
Netball resumed this week. 
 

Parents’ Evening 
Parents’ Evening appointments will take place on Tuesday, 27 March 
(from 4.30pm) and Wednesday, 28 March (from 4.00pm) for Primary 1 
– Primary 7.  Appointments for Early Years’ parents will take place on 
Wednesday, 28 March only.  If you have a particular choice of date then 
please let the office staff know as soon as possible.   Pupil reports 
(Primary 1 – Primary 7) will be sent out on Friday, 23 March. 
 

Sport Relief 
Sport Relief will take place during the week beginning Monday, 19 
March when a range of activities has been arranged. 
 
Lateness 
School begins promptly at 9.00am.  We currently have a number of 
children arriving late.  This can be unsettling for youngsters as they try to 
catch-up on early morning routines.  Please help your child by leaving 5 
minutes earlier in this cold weather.  We are duty bound to record 
lateness on registers if after 9.05am. 
 
 

Morning Club 
Morning Club is proving to be a much needed and valuable resource 
and has become extremely busy on certain days.  We now have a 
booking system to ensure we have sufficient staff on busy days.  The 
cost of a morning session from 8.00am-8.50am remains at £2.50, and it 
is requested that this be paid either in advance or at time of attending.  
Booking forms will be available from the School Office or from Becky in 
the morning; booking as far in advance as possible helps us to plan 
staffing.   



Year of Young People 2018 – Burns Alicht Event, free tickets 
In support of Scotland’s Year of Young People, South Ayrshire Council 
are offering young people aged  8 – 26 the opportunity to apply for a free 
ticket for the Burns Alicht Event which takes place on Saturday, 27 
January .  Anyone wishing to apply for these free tickets should contact 
nicole.drummond@south-ayrshire.gov.uk giving details of name, date of 
birth and postcode.   Further information on this event can be found on 
the South Ayrshire Council website. 
 

Social Media 
Easy though it is to contact folks in this way we would ask that you 
please adhere to any contact with school staff being though the main 
office.  Likewise, please be mindful of the sharing of content with 
children being used.  Happy scenes though these are, not all wish to 
have their child’s experience shared in this way. 
 

Update Information 
It is very important that the School Office is made aware of any changes 
to emergency contact information.  If you, perhaps, received a new 
mobile telephone for Christmas please let the office have your new 
number as soon as possible. 
 

Dates for your Diary 2017 
Monday, 15 January  Primary 1 Registration (see above) 
Tuesday, 16 January  Parent Council meeting 
Friday, 9 February  Holiday 
Monday, 12 February  Holiday 
Tuesday, 13 February  In-Service for Staff only 
Wednesday, 14 February Pupils return 
Monday, 19 February  Nursery Registration (see above) 
Monday, 19 March  Primary 7 pupils to Dolphin House 
Monday, 19 March  Sport Relief week 
Thursday, 27 March  Parents appointments (P1 – P7) 
Wednesday, 28 March  Parents appointments (EY – P7) 
Thursday, 29 March  Easter Service  (to be confirmed) 
Thursday, 29 March  Close for Spring Break at 2.30pm 
Friday, 30 March   Holiday (Good Friday) 
Monday, 16 April   School re-opens for staff and pupils 
Monday, 7 May   Holiday (May Day) 
Friday, 25 May   Holiday (Local Holiday) 
Monday, 28 May   Holiday (Local Holiday) 
Tuesday, 29 May   In-Service for Staff only 
Wednesday, 29 June  Close 1.00pm for Summer break 
 
You can double check what is happening and see any changes by 
checking the calendar on our website www.symington.sayr.sch.uk 
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